
Unit 01: Thinking Like a 
Historian



Unit 1 Vocabulary

• primary source – first-hand accounts of an event created by eyewitnesses or first recorders at 
the time of the event

• secondary source - accounts of events created at a later date and by someone who was not 
present at the event

• sourcing – examining the “who,” “what,” “when,” “where,” and “why” of a document

• contextualizing – taking into consideration how the author was influenced by when and 
where the document was produced

• corroboration – comparing different sources in order to 1) gain a more accurate account of 
the past, 2) evaluate the validity of a source, and/or 3) consider multiple perspectives

• close reading – Critically examining significant details and language patterns of a text in order 
to develop a deep understanding of the author’s claims or point of view

• point of view – an opinion or perspective presented by the author of a document, influenced 
by the author’s personal circumstances

• frame of reference – the personal attributes and life experiences of an author that may have 
influenced his/her point of view

• historical context – the circumstances of the time in which an event occurred or in which an 
author lived that may have influenced his/her point of view



Why History?
• Historical inquiry is a continuous process of analyzing multiple sources and 

reconciling multiple points of view in order to construct a tentative 
interpretation of the past.

What methods are used to craft a narrative of the past?

• Historians use interpretations of the past to determine change and 
continuity of political, economic, and social patterns was well as to infer 
cause-effect relationships.

What is the task of the historian?

• Historians, geographers, and social scientists conduct research by creating 
compelling questions; evaluating sources; gathering, analyzing, and 
synthesizing information; and communicating conclusions supported by 
evidence.

How do historians, geographers, and social scientists conduct credible 
research?



What Do Historians Actually Do?

• Historians conduct research by creating compelling 
questions; evaluating sources; gathering, analyzing, 
and synthesizing information; and communicate 
conclusions.



I’m Confused???

How do historians conduct credible research?

What type of information does an historian gather 
when sourcing a document?

Why is it important for an historian to consider the 
historical context of when a document was 
produced?

How does comparing sources facilitate an historian’s 
evaluation of sources?

What factors influence the point-of-view of an 
author of a document/source?



Let’s Find Out More

• https://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/video/
2365281276//

https://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/video/2365281276/

